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"P" document published prior to the international filing date but 
later than the priority date claimed 



"T" later document published after the international filing date 
or priority date and not in conflict with the application but 
cited to understand the principle or theory underlying the 
invention 

"X" document of particular relevance; the claimed invention 
cannot be considered novel or cannot be considered to 
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1 . This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining Authority 



and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 



2. This REPORT consists of a total of 5 sheets, including this cover sheet. 

□ This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e. sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have 
been amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority 
(see Rule 70.1 6 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 

These annexes consist of a total of sheets. 
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Basis of the report 



Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations suporting such statement 
Certain documents cited 
Certain defects in the international application 
VIII S Certain observations on the international application 
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Authorized officer 
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EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. PCT/US97/23363 



I. Basis of the report 

1. This report has been drawn on the basis of (substitute sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in 
response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to 
the report since they do not contain amendments.): 

Description, pages: 

1-13 as originally filed 

Claims, No.: 

1-13 as originally filed 

Drawings, sheets: 

1/4-4/4 as originally filed 

2. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 

3. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been 

considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)): 

4. Additional observations, if necessary: 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-13 




No: 


Claims 




Inventive step (IS) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-13 




No: 


Claims 




Industrial applicability (IA) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-13 




No: 


Claims 





2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 

VII. Certain defects in the international application 

The following defects in the form or contents of the international application have been noted: 
see separate sheet 

VIII. Certain observations on the international application 

The following observations on the clarity of the claims, description, and drawings or on the question whether the 
claims are fully supported by the description, are made: 

see separate sheet 
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Concerning Point V - Reasoned Statement 

WO-A-97/42759 discloses one of the known techniques for tv censorship/parental 
guidance whereby the broadcasting transmits auxiliary data including content 
ratings for the programs on each channel. The user can then program the tv to 
blank out unsuitable material which has certain ratings. 

US-A-5 550 575 discloses a similar technique to the one mentioned above. 

EP-A-0 777 385 does disclose the problem of "channel surfing", ie changing 
channels repeatedly to overcome picture blanking, with regard to a parental 
guidance type screening system. Here, however, the solution is different in that 
even if the auxiliary data has not yet been received after a channel change a 
"general category rating" stored well in advance is used to provide provisional 
screening and blanking until the detailed info is received with the tv signal. 

Whilst the problem underlying the invention is known from EP'385 cited above, 
none of the available prior art documents discloses the features claimed in claim 1 
providing the particular solution, namely by identifying a predetermined sequence 
of signal channel selections and then causing then "reducing user access". 
This solution goes in a completely different direction from EP'385. 

The subject-matter of claim 1 would therefore appear to meet the requirements of 
Articles 33(2) and 33(3) PCT. 

Claims 2-13 contain modifications of the inventive idea embodied in claim 1 and 
would also appear to meet the requirements of Articles 33(2) and 33(3) PCT. 

Concerning Point VII - Certain Defects 

1 . The requirements of Rule 6.3(b) PCT are not met since the independent claims 
are not properly cast in the two part form, with those features which in 
combination are part of the prior art being placed in the preamble. 
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2. The requirements of Rule 5.1 (a)(ii) & (iii) PCT are not met since the documents 
mentioned above are not acknowledged in the description and technical problems 
and any advantageous effects are not set out in comparison to this background 
art. 

Concerning Point VIII - Certain Observations 

1 . The subject-matter of claim 1 lacks clarity and therefore does not meet the 
requirements of Article 6 PCT. 

In line 4 it would appear that the word "a" before "signal" should be deleted - cf. 
"selections" in line 5. 

2. The subject-matter of claim 13 lacks clarity and therefore does not meet the 
requirements of Article 6 PCT. 

Claim 13 appears to lack a full stop at the very end. 
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Internationa] filing date (day/month/year) 
18/12/1997 
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Applicant 
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1 . The applicant is hereby notified that this International Preliminary Examining Authority transmits>herewith the 
international preliminary examination report and its annexes, if any, established on the international application. 



2. A copy of the report and its annexes, if any, is being transmitted to the International Bureau for communication 
to all the elected Offices. 



3. Where required by any of the elected Offices, the International Bureau will prepare an English translation of the 
report (but not of any annexes) and will transmit such translation to those Offices. 



4. REMINDER 

The applicant must enter the national phase before each elected Office by performing certain acts (filing 
translations and paying national fees) within 30 months from the priority date (or later in some Offices) (Article 
39(1)) (see also the reminder sent by the International Bureau with Form PCT/IB/301). 

Where a translation of the international application must be furnished to an elected Office, that translation must 
contain a translation of any annexes to the international preliminary examination report. It is the applicant's 
responsibility to prepare and furnish such translation directly to each elected Office concerned. 

For further details on the applicable time limits and requirements of the elected Offices, see Volume II of the 
PCT Applicant's Guide. 
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International filing date (day/month/year) 
18/12/1997 


Priority date (day/month/year) 
18/12/1997 


International Patent Classification (IPC) or national classification and IPC 
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1 . This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining Authority 
and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 



2. This REPORT consists of a total of 5 sheets, including this cover sheet. 

□ This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e. sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have 
been amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority 
(see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 

These annexes consist of a total of sheets. 



3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 
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Basts of the report 


II 


□ 


Priority 
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Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 


IV 
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Lack of unity of invention 
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Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations suporting such statement 


VI 
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Certain documents cited 


VII 




Certain defects in the international application 
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Certain observations on the international application 
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I. Basis of the report 

1 . This report has been drawn on the basis of (substitute sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office h 
response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to 
the report since they do not contain amendments.): 

Description, pages: 

1-13 as originally filed 



Claims, No.: 



1-13 



as originally filed 



Drawings, sheets: 



1/4-4/4 



as originally filed 
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The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 



□ 
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the description, 
the claims, 
the drawings, 



sheets: 



pages: 
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3. 
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This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been 
considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)): 



4. Additional observations, if necessary: 
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Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. 



Statement 



Novelty (N) 



Yes: 
No: 



Claims 
Claims 



1-13 



Inventive step (IS) 



Yes: 
No: 



Claims 
Claims 



1-13 



Industrial applicability (IA) Yes: Claims 1-13 

No: Claims 

2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 

VII. Certain defects in the international application 

The following defects in the form or contents of the international application have been noted: 
see separate sheet 

VIII. Certain observations on the international application 

The following observations on the clarity of the claims, description, and drawings or on the question whether the 
claims are fully supported by the description, are made: 

see separate sheet 
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Concerning Poi nt V - Reasoned Statement 

WO-A-97/42759 discloses one of the known techniques for tv censorship/parental 
guidance whereby the broadcasting transmits auxiliary data including content 
ratings for the programs on each channel. The user can then program the tv to 
blank out unsuitable material which has certain ratings. 

US-A-5 550 575 discloses a similar technique to the one mentioned above. 

EP-A-0 777 385 does disclose the problem of "channel surfing", ie changing 
channels repeatedly to overcome picture blanking, with regard to a parental 
guidance type screening system. Here, however, the solution is different in that 
even if the auxiliary data has not yet been received after a channel change a 
"general category rating" stored well in advance is used to provide provisional 
screening and blanking until the detailed info is received with the tv signal. 

Whilst the problem underlying the invention is known from EP'385 cited above, 
none of the available prior'art documents discloses the features claimed in claim 1 
providing the particular solution, namely by identifying a predetermined sequence 
of signal channel selections and then causing then "reducing user access". 
This solution goes in a completely different direction from EP'385. 

The subject-matter of claim 1 would therefore appear to meet the requirements of 
Articles 33(2) and 33(3) PCT. 

Claims 2-13 contain modifications of the inventive idea embodied in claim 1 and 
would also appear to meet the requirements of Articles 33(2) and 33(3) PCT. 

Concerning Point VII - Certain Defects 

1 . The requirements of Rule 6.3(b) PCT are not met since the independent claims 
are not properly cast in the two part form, with those features which in 
combination are part of the prior art being placed in the preamble. 
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2. The requirements of Rule 5.1 (a)(ii) & (iii) PCT are not met since the documents 
mentioned above are not acknowledged in the description and technical problems 
and any advantageous effects are not set out in comparison to this background 
art. 

Concerning Point VIII - Certain Observations 

1 . The subject-matter of claim 1 lacks clarity and therefore does net meet the 
requirements of Article 6 PCT. 

In line 4 it would appear that the word "a" before "signal" should be deleted - cf. 
"selections" in line 5. 

2. The subject-matter of claim 13 lacks clarity and therefore does not meet the 
requirements of Article 6 PCT. 

Claim 13 appears to lack a full stop at the very end. 
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_ „..^- . (Form PCT/ISA/220) as well as, where applicable. item 5 below 

ACTION 



International application No. 

PCT/US 97/23363 



International filing date (day/month/year) 

18/12/1997 



(Earliest) Priority Date (day/month/year) 



Applicant 



THOMSON CONSUMER ELECTRONICS, INC. et al . 



This International Search Report has been prepared by this International Searching Authority and is transmitted to the applicant 
according to Article 18. A copy is being transmitted to the International Bureau. 



This International Search Report consists of a total of 



. sheets. 



[~Xl !t is also accompanied by a copy of each prior art document cited in this report. 



1 . Q Certain claims were found unsearchable (see Box I). 

2. Q Unity of invention is lacking (see Box II). 

3. Q The international application contains disclosure of a nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence listing and the 

international search was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing 

| | filed with the international application. 

| | furnished by the applicant separately from the international application, 

| | but not accompanied by a statement to the effect that it did not include 
matter going beyond the disclosure in the international application as filed. 

| | Transcribed by this Authority 



4. With regard to the title, [^] the text is approved as submitted by the applicant 

I | the text has been established by this Authority to read as follows; 



5. With regard to the abstract, 



|~Xl tne text is approved as submitted by the applicant 

| | the text has been established, according to Rule 38.2(b), by this Authority as it appears in 
Box Ml. The applicant may, within one month from the date of mailing of this International 
Search Report, submit comments to this Authority. 



6. The figure of the drawings to be published with the abstract is: 

Figure No. 3 Q as suggested by the applicant. 

| | because the applicant failed to suggest a figure. 
fxl because this figure better characterizes the invention. 



| | None of the figures. 
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